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 In 2009, the Friends of Unity Wetlands (FUW)    

celebrated its fifth year of working to conserve the rich wild 

and working landscape of the nine-town Unity Wetlands   

region.  With the support of our members and community, 

FUW achieved great success in its first five years, approaching 

2,000 acres of permanently conserved farm, forest and wild 

lands, more than 300 participants in our children and family 

programs, and more than four miles of public access trails 

constructed and maintained. 

 Much of FUWõs success has been driven by the vision 

and generosity of landowners, who have partnered with  us to 

ensure the long-term conservation of their precious lands.     

A land trust like FUW can do different things for different 

people.  It can be a shot of operating or investment cash for a 

farmer who intends to continue to do what she has always 

done on a particular parcel.  It can be a calculated   economic 

development tool for some and in the next breath, salvation 

from a developerõs blade.  For one of our families it is a gift 

from the heart and simply a tool to ensure the land is used for 

what it is best suited.  For another, the land is fundamentally 

the source of true wealth, and a conservation easement is the 

means to ensure that wealth is compounded generation after 

generation. 

 In addition to growing our land conservation       

portfolio, the FUW has been building our award-winning    

educational  programs.  Program Assistant Amanda Jamison 

and Volunteer and Outreach Coordinator Barbara Egan    

coordinate a robust events roster, offering myriad activities 

from paddling to woodlot management to family birding.  The 

great majority of our program leaders volunteer their time 

and expertise in support of our efforts to raise awareness and 

appreciation for the natural wonders found here in our own 

back yards.   

 Programs continue to be offered for free or little 

cost because of this volunteer support.   If you havenõt partici-

pated in a program yet, please check out the events schedule 

available online and published in each newsletter.   Please  

contact us if you have a program idea or would like to      

volunteer to lead or host a program.  (Continued on page 2) 
òDevelopment is going to happen, 

but there is a way to do it without 

losing farmlands.ó 

 -- David Smith and Deborah 

Dutton, who worked with FUW to 

conserve prime farmland on 

Quaker Hill in Unity and prevent a 

proposed 14-lot subdivision.   

FUW accepted trail   

easements to ensure  

continued public access to 

the popular Connor Mill 

Trail along Sandy Stream 

in Unity. From left,     

easement donors Don and 

Patricia Newell and Arlene 

and Charlie Schaefer. 

òWe may not see all the 

fruits of our labors ð 

thatõs why the easement 

is so important.  It keeps 

alive the infrastructure.ó  

-- Annie Sheble, who 

placed a conservation 

easement on her Unity 

homestead. 



 

 

FUW land conservation projects leveraged an additional $678,128 in private, state and federal 

funds for conservation easement acquisition.  

*Preliminary numbers. Please visit the office for more information. 

Friends of Unity Wetlands FY09 Revenues and Expenses*  

Program
88%

Admin.
6%

Fund Raising
6%

EXPENSES
$114,263

Cash Gifts
22%

Fdn. Support
50%

Gov't
28%

REVENUES
$119,279
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 The FUW is honored to be serving our communities and working with each one of our landowners.  Through    

conservation easements, land acquisition and public education, the FUW and its partners are leaving a lasting impact on the 

Unity Wetlands landscape.      

 Building on all this early success, and recognizing the connectivity between the Unity Wetlands and the broader 

Sebasticook River watershed,  in October 2009 we expanded our service region and committed to changing our name to 

the  Sebasticook Regional Land Trust in 2010. 

 Our office will remain at 93 Main St. in Unity, (207) 948-3766 or info@sebasticookrlt.org. Our new Web address is 

www.sebasticookrlt.org.  Please call, email or visit and share your thoughts and ideas about our expansion.  

 We are excited about increasing the pace of land conservation in Central Maine.  Our local success is fueling our 

expansion, and that success is fueled by the generous  support of our members, supporters and volunteers.  We thank you 

for your long-standing support and hope you will join with us as we take this exciting next step.   

 

òWe leave this land better than we found it, 

a place of solace and comfort, joy and 

amusement, surprising and fresh in every 

season, rich in wildlife, providing opportunities 

for conservation and recreation while      

contributing sustainable, renewable resources 

to Maineõs economy.ó   

-- Rick and Sandra Lawrence, who placed a 

conservation easement on their woodlot, 

forever restricting development along more 

than one mile of Fifteen Mile Stream in  

Benton and Albion.  


