Planning for a Resilient, Connected,

and Biodiverse Sebasticook Region
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Beginning with Habitat Program Climate Coordinator
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
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BwH is a landscape-based BwWH equips Maine

approach to achieve meaningful communities, landowners, and
conservation of all native conservation partners with
species on a developing tools to protect, restore, and
landscape. connect high-value ecosystems

in a changing climate.
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Conserved Lands: Statewide

2025:

e >4,416,922 acres
(~22.3%)
permanently
conserved
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17,546 acres (2.9%) permanently
conserved within the SRLT service
area

11 organizations own or manage
conserved lands

5 Focus Areas of Statewide
Ecological Significance

Landscape of Large Undeveloped
Habitat Blocks




Sebasticook Regional Land Trust Service Area
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28 Municipalities mostly or wholly
included

11 Organizations managing
conserved lands

5 Soil and Water Conservation
Districts

3 Regional Planning
Organizations/Councils of
Government

Numerous Large and small private
landowners
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Undeveloped Blocks and Connectors
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e Essential for maintaining
species diversity, water
quality, natural resource
industries, climate resilience,
and much more

N BENTON

WINSLOW

(o)
>~

ALB[()N\S

BURNITAM

Basemaps *

UNITY TWP L2 -

UNITY



Undeveloped Blocks and Connectors
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Focus Areas of Statewide Significance

* Natural areas that contain rich
concentrations of at-risk species and
habitats

* Focus Areas represent the very highest
quality concentrations of important
habitats in the state

e Connectivity between high quality
undeveloped habitats is essential for

climate resilience

 Towns, land trusts, landowners, and
other partners can work together where
conservation goals coincide



State Of Maine Parcels
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Focus Areas of Statewide Significance

Upper Sebastlcook River Wetlands
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Focus Areas of Statewide Significance

Little Indian Pond
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Focus Areas of Statewide Significance

Douglas Pond and Madawaska Bog
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Focus Areas of Statewide Significance
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Focus Areas of Statewide Significance
Unity Wetlands
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Focus Areas of Statewide Significance

Conservation Strategies

Work with willing landowners |
to conserve and connect key
areas

* Education and outreach to
landowners and communities

* Maintain forested buffers
along waterbodies and

wetlands

* Monitor and remove invasive
plants

* Identify and restore aquatic  wuseirnotosbye. nedeau
barriers

. . i ) s
* See descriptions for additional R

information



* Protecting and connecting key
features and corridors statewide is

essential for resiliency

e Conservation of unique and
biodiverse Focus Areas

* Protection and restoration of
corridors

* Municipal tools to protect
undeveloped blocks, open spaces, and
riparian corridors

* Local, Regional, and State
collaboration




Questions?

Mo

Corinne Michaud-LeBlanc

Beginning with Habitat Program Climate Coordinator
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Corinne.L.Michaud-LeBlanc@maine.gov
207-592-5841
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